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C.I. alone, apart from Rajputana, is taken into account, prob-
ably it would be found to be a surplus region*
In these circumstances, the vast stocks of surplus cloth
available in Western India naturally flow to other regions td
make up the deficiency there. In consequence the traffic in
cloth between Western India and the Northern plains is extra-
ordinarily heavy, involving huge railway hauls over long dist-
ances. This state of affairs results not only in considerable
additions to the price to"be paid by the consumers in normal
times but also leads to virtual cloth famine in abnormal times,
like a war, in distant provinces like the U.P. and Bengal,
The extent of internal transport required to distribute the
cloth from surplus regions to deficit regions may be judged
from TABLE V on p. 43.
The figures given in this table include all kinds of piece-
goods foreign as well as Indian, and mill cloth as well as hand-
loom products, while the estimates given in the previous table
relate only to the manufactures of Indian mills. But the
figures given in both the tables lead to the same conclusions.
Leaving the ports of Karachi, Madras and Calcutta aside,
Central India is the only area, besides Bombay presidency,
where the exports are in excess of the imports. The surplus
in this case being of little importance, Bombay is the only
province where a huge surplus is available for export. Of
the deficit areas, the net imports of the Punjab, the UJP, and
Bihar each exceed a million maunds per annum, and if -the
provinces of Bengal and Assam were taken together, the net
imports in their case also will reach the neighbourhood of the
net imports of the Punjab. A very potable feature of the
distribution of productive power and consumption in different
regions is that the areas where the differences in production
and consumption are the least are nearest to the centres of
production in Western India, while the areas, where such
differences are greatest, are farthest from these centres. Thus
the deficiencies in Rajputana, the M.P. and Hyderabad, and
Southern India can be easily made up by the supplies obtain*
ed from Western India, but with regard to Northern India
where the distances of railway transport involved for certain
Northern and Eastern areas are much greater, the position is
far from being satisfactory.